The following inquiry was undertaken with a view to acquiring greater exactness of knowledge, and to the correction of positive errors and omissions which are to be found in our best works, including text-books. The extent, variety, and number of the injuries will, indeed, probably astonish most obstetrical readers.
The cases were all deliveries in the Eoyal Maternity Hospital during one of my short incumbencies as ordinary physician. The women alleged primiparity, and in all there was, in the condition of the hymen, corroborative evidence of the truth of their assertion. The condition of the hymen is not stated in the reports of the cases ; but I am responsible for all .the statements of injuries, the examinations and reports having been made by myself. The statements as to the position of the head and as to the bleeding were in some cases verified by me; but for these Messrs Macdougall, Nelson, and Graham are responsible, being the house-surgeons who had charge of the deliveries. In the cases will be found no negative statements, but only the actual injuries observed in each.
When the anterior edge of the perineum alone is referred to, as for instance in a laceration not amounting to half an inch in linear extent, it is called the fourchette. An ordinary perineal laceration includes a laceration of the fourchette, although the latter is not mentioned.
It To the clinical instructor deliveries without injury in multipara are valuable as affording him opportunities of demonstrating the true character of the lochia ; for when there are lacerations, the commixture of this discharge with pus renders the demonstration extremely difficult and unsatisfactory. But to the pathologist the presence of injuries in primipara, and their comparative slightness or absence in multipara, have the gravest significance, for these circumstances no doubt offer a substantial part of the explanation of the far greater mortality among the former than among the latter. The greater amount, also, of the injuries in elderly than in young primipara, as described by Hecker and Winckel,* is surely also a part of the explanation of the increased mortality of the former.
An important clinical observation in connection with these lacerations is the frequently small amount of pain which they occasion after confinement, and the want of any apparent relation between the amount of injury and the amount of pain suffered after delivery. In Case XI. the lacerations were numerous and very severe, the vulva having the appearance of being gashed in various directions, yet the woman declined to admit that she had any pain in the pudenda, and catheterism was frequently performed without any complaint being elicited. 
